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its publication.
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cut of the late war with Peru. The re
ports from our minister at Santingo wir-
rant the expectation of an early and satis
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THE CHIX .

Our relations with China, which have
for severnl years occupied such au impor-
tant piace in our diplomatie history, have
called for careful consideration, and much

communleations of

minister have brought into
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tions with his country: and, at the
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recommend that our mission in the
City of Mexico be raised to the first-class,

SPAIN ASD CUBA.
The enrdial charnoter of

with Spuin warrauts the bope that, by
continnance of methals of frisndly nego
tintions, much may be accomplished in the
direction of an adjustment of pending

tionx and of the increase of onr Lrid

Theextent and deveiopment of our tr

with the [sland of Cuba invest the com
merelnl relutions of the United States apd
sSpainwith & peculinr Mmportance. It i
not doubted that o specini a gement in
regand 1o nmerce, hased upon the reci
procity pr ion of the receyt tarlfl act

Irl operate most beneficiully for both
governments, This subjoct is now receiv-
‘ug atteulion,

JOHN ERICSSON
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greas, negotiations are in progress,
| thelr early conclusion is anticipated.
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ministration of the old customs regula
ions had made them familiar with 1t
#vils to be remedied, and in part of m
whose legal and judicial acquirements a
xperlence seemed to it them for the
work of interpreting and applying the
aew statute.

The chief aim of the law is to secure
honest valnations of all dutiable merchan-

ise, and to moke these valnatlons wuni-

m at all ports of entry. It had beso
ade manifest by a congressional investi
gation that a system of under-valuation
es heen long in use by certain classes of
riers, resulting not only in & great
venue, but in & mest jntolerable
di wstion ngainst_hovesty, It isnot
ston how this legislation, when it is under-
anderstood, can be regarded by the eiti
zens of any country having dealings with
us as unfr ly. If any duty is supposed
to be excessive, et the complaint be lrxlgwl
there. It will surely not claimed by
any well disposed people that s remedy
may be sought and allowed in a sys-
tem of gunsi «smngeling
THE WAR DEPARTMEXNT.
# report of the s ary of war shows
severnl i ing results attained during
the year by wise and unostentatious metu
The percentage of desertions from
the armv (an avil for which both congress
and the department bave been long seek-
ing a remedy) has been reduced during the
past yvear 24 per cent, nnd for the months
of August and September, during which
time the favorable effects of the nct of
June 16 were felt, 35 peér cent, as compared
withe same months of 155,

The resulta attained by a morganlzation
and consolidation of 1he divisions having
| eharge of the hospital and service reconds
ru-' the volunteer soldiers are very remark-

ahle, This change was effected in July,
| 18, and at that time there were 40,654
cuses awalting attention; more than half
| of these being calls from pension cleim
ants. On the 80th of Juns, last, thongh
over 500,000 new calls had eome in, there |
wis niot n single case that bad not been

examined and answer

nils

1 concur in the recommendations of the
retary that adequate and regular appro-
rintions be continued for comst dete
ks and ordnance. Plans have
sally ngreed upon, and there ean be
wl reason for delaying the execution
: while the defenseless state of our
ports furnishes an urgeat reason
s expedition.
The u--iarui-r.’ntl-m that bas been extend
ed to the o inof the slates generally,
ately designated “the na
aand,” sboulil be contioued and |
These military organizations
ina large sense, the army of
States, while about five-sixths
e annanl cost of thelr maintenance is
efrayed by the staves,
THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE.
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e suggestions made by Bim are earnest-
¥ commendasi to the consideration of con-
Zress, though they cannot all be given par-
lcular mention here

INDIANS AXD SETTLERS

The saveral acts of congress looking to
the reduction of the larger Indian reserva-
tions, to the more rapid settlement of the
Indians upon individual allotruents, and
the restoration to public domain of laods
in excess of their needs, have been largely
carried into effect, so far as the work was
couflded to the executive. Agreements
have been concluded since March 4, 1500,
involving the cession to Lhe United States
of about 1472000 acres of land These
contructs have, as required by law, beean
submitted to rongress for ratiflcasion and
fo: Lhe appropriations necessary 10 carry
them inio eBect,. These, with the Sisseton
and Wappeton, Sac and Fox, Towa, Potta-
watomies ard absentee Shawnees, and
Couer d’Alene tribes, have not yet received
the sanotion of congress.

Atteéation |» also called to the fact that
the appropriations made in the case of the
Sioux Indians have not covered all the
stipulated payments. This should be
promptly corrected an agreement is
confirmed, all of its terms should be eom-
plied with without delay, aud full appro-
priations should be made.

LAND PATEXTS

The policy ontlined in my last annual
message in relation w the eutin
lands to setijers upon the wprblic

his been carried out in the ndmini

of the land office. No general suspici
nor imputation of fraud has nllowwsd
todelsy the bearing and adindica
individual cases upon their merits,
Furpuw bas heen to perfect the titie of
honest settlers with such prompiness that
the value of the entry might not be swul-

heen

lowed up by the expense and extortions to |

which delay subjected the claimant.  The

| avernge monthly issue of agricnltural

patents has increased about six
thousaud.
PEXSIONA,

The aisability pension aet, which was
approved on the 27th of June last, has been
put into operation as rapldly as was pme
ticable. The iucreased clerical
provided was selected aud assigoed to
force

engaged in examinations in the fleld was

reciuiled and added to the working foree of |

the office. The examination and adjudion-
tion of olsims huve, by reason of improved
methods, been more epid than #ver be-
fore. Thers is no economy to the govern
ment in delay, while there is much hard-

| bip and injustics to the soldier

ipated expediture, while very
. will not, it is believed, be in ex

of the estimates made before the en
ment of the law. This liberal anlargem:
of the genernl lnw should susgest 4 mor
earsful seruting of bills for specinl  reliel,
both as to the cnses whers relief is gronted
and as to the pmount allowed.

THE MORMUOXS

The increasing numbers and influence of
the non-Mormoa population in Utah are
observed with satisfuction. The recaut

sr of Wilford Woodruf, president of

Mormon church, in whiclh be ndvised
his pwople “to refrain from contracti
nny marriage forbidden by the laws ¢

| lnnd" has steeactel wide attention, o

is hoped that its influence will be highly
benetoial in restraining infractions of the
law aof the Upitsd States. Bot the fact
should not be ove ieed 1 ctrite
or helief of the church s
marriages are right and suppor
vine revelation, remains u el
President Woodrnfl does not de the
doctrine, but refeains from touching
of 1t

Now, it is

bes
eause the law is agalnst it
quite troe that the laws s d not nt
tempt to deal with the or belief of
nuyone, but Is guits auother
to deal with the territory of Uinh
un Lthat those who believe palygamy to be
right shall oot have the power to make 1t
lawful.

THE SEW STATES
The admission of thoe state
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where given to any food product: and its
non-acceptance will quite clearly
the real motive, if any, of the continaed
restriction of thelr use; and that having
been mude clear, the duty of the executive
will be very plain
NEETESUGAR
The information given by the secretary
of the progress aud prospeets of the sugar
industry is full of interest. It has already
passed the experimental stage, and s A
vommercial sneeess. Toe aren over which
the sugar bect can be successfnlly eulti-
vated is very large, and another field crop
of great value is offesed to the choice of
the farmer. The secretary of the treasury
concurs in the recommendation of the sec
iry of agriculture, that the offivial su-
on provided by the tariil law for
sugar of domestic prwiugtion shall be
transferred to Ir.-,urulru: of agri-
caltura

e

THE CIVIL SERVICE
The law relnting to the civil servioe has,
so far as T can learn, bern executed by
= luaving the power of appointuent in
ed lise with fdelity and impar
i the service been incrons
ingly satisfactory. The repor: of
shows a large amount of aood
during tie year with a very
Limited appropriation.
WORX OF THE LAST SESSIOX
congress amnd the
5, Mt Lhie Orst ses
COongress, ol Al un
of very high import
| nition

frv-firsl
ber of law

Our man vr sl
batter mr

provisions, b
constant emy
our working pecp
piy ol vurreney fo
ness, I not 3 fal e
nres were anacted s rioud that
the bencficial effevts upon commeree which
were in the eontemplation of COnE e
have ns yot bt ];.1.:1.1.\h3r manifested them-

]

i at home and nb
tor Wages for
and an ncredwsed sup-
tion of hus)

TRE BUSINESA SITUATION

The getneral tmde and Industrial condl
tion throughoant the country during the
year have shown a murked improvement

"or many years prior to 1558, the merchan-
lise balunces of foreign trmde had beon
Inrgely in our favor; but during that year,
aod the year following v  tnrned
Against ns. Ivis v ving to know
that the last flacal vear agalo shows a bal-
ance o ourfavorof over GO0, 00,

The 1 oleari which furnish a
good test of the voitime of busitness trans-
for the first ten muonths of the vear
I slyoew, (i with satiie
months of 1590, au increase for the whole
country of abont 54 per cont, and the in
croase outside of the aitvol Now York was
over |8 per cenl. During the month of
Oetober, the clearings of the whole country
showed an inerense of 01 per cent over

New York,
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I'hint this larger business wis being con-

ducted upon s safo and protitable basis, is |

shown by the fuct that there wore B9 Jpss
falinres roported in Octobse, 150, than in
the same month of the precsding year
with lisbilitles dimbnisbed about §6,000,-
(LT
our exports of domestic
wring the lest yonr was over
#f thatn ths previons
only exceedisl onee in our
bout $100, 000,000 of this excess
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workd, then
Uy spwech and
movemen mi:,ﬂ:“ i
v L among our A TAre eX-
hibition of unselfishness in trade, and oa
the other hand, if they believe the adop
tion of a protective ey by this country
insures to their profit and our burs, it is
noticeably strange thas they should lead
the nutr:r agniust the anthors of a
so helptul to Lhem, and crowa with r
fuvor those who would snsteh from thems
a substantial share of a trude with other
lnnds already inadequate to thair cecsasi-
Clom_

There ia no disposition among any of sar
people to qu.mw rm!uh-.wry or retalin-
tory legislation. Our policies are sdopted
nit to she hurt of others but to secure for
ourselves those advsntages that Oalrly
grow oul of cur favered position as & na-

| 1om. Our form utdonrunm:, with lis
inchdent of mmive i roge, medees 1T
imperative that we shall save our worklog
people from the agitations .pd distresses
which scant work and wages that have no
margin for comfort always begei. Hus,
after all, this dote, it will bs found thas
our markets are open t0 frieadly commer
cinl exchanges of enormous ua to lhe
other groat powers.

From the time of my induction into af-
five, the dnty of msing every powar and ln.
flucnce given by law to the exscutlive des
partment for the deveiopment of large
markets for our prodacts, sspecially oar
farin prodducts, has beea ke
In mind, and no effort has b
be, spared to promote that cad

RECIFROCITT.

We are nndor po disadvantags in any
foreign market, exvept that we pay our
workmen and workwomen beiler wages
than are patd alsew here~battar abstractly,
better relutively, to the cont of the Deos-

| saries of e | do not doubt that & wvery
Inrundy increased foreign trade ls srcess-
ihle to ws with bartering ollber our
howe markst for sech products of the
farm and shop as onr own people oan sup
ply, or the wages of our working pecple in
many of the products in woxd and (ron
| And in meats and brosdstuffs, we have
| advantages that only need better (scilitios
4 of intercourse an:d transportation to secunre
for them large forelgn markots
| The reciprocity clanse of the taritff aece
y and effectively opeos the way to s
cure a lirge reciprocal trade in exchanes
for the free admission to onr ports of cer
twin products.  The right of indepeodent
to make specinl reciprocal trade
s b well established, and doss
ipatr either the comity due to other
r what is known s the “favorsd
nation so) getiernlly found o cot
mercial treatien.  What | given to one for
| an adeguate ageeed cousidaration canaos
be claimed by another freely
The state of the revenue was such that
we could dispense with any import duties
upan coffes, tea, Lides and the lower
rades of sugar and molasses I'hat the
arge advantage resnliing to the eountry
praduciog apd exporting those articles, try
placing them oo the free list, entiths us to
| 8 Inir retuem in the way of custowms eon

Cessions Upon articles expurted by us to
| them., was -nnlw.n:“i thst to have gras
| nitously sbandonet the opportanity to ex
rhangs or trade would have beenn an un-
| panlonable error,

Tuere were but two methods of obtain
ing control of this question cpen to con
Kress: ta plives all ltm srtioles upon Lhe

| dusinble {;-’. subijact to wnch trealy agres
ments as could be secured, or, W0 place
them all presently upon the free list, bat
stlijeet to the reimposition of specilled
duties |If the eountries from waleh we re
| teived them should refuse to give (o 08 re
| ciprocal bensfita, This lattar method, |
| think, posscases great advantages. [ ex
presties i mdvance the consent of congress
o  reviprocity armangements afectiug
those prodacts, which must ot herwise have
beenn delayed and unascertalued antll vach
treaty wps ratified by members of the sen
ate ol the pecossary legisislion snscted
bry NErea.

F.ajwriencs has shown that some treatles
b=iklug 80 reciprocal trade have failed to
seciire o Lwo-Lhirds vote in the senate for
ratitiention, wiod others, having passed
that stage, have for years awalted bhe cun-
| currenice of the house and setusta o sach

modifications of our revenus laws a8 are
necessary (o give effect to their provislona
| Wo now hsve the sopeurrence of both
| houses in advance in & distinet and defl
nite uffer of free eulry to our paris of ape-
cific nrticies, The executive is pot require
el to denl in oom ject what con-
grews will acoept thin rciprocity
I it an offer on our part
of the hargain In complete delivery. And
whety the countries from which we recaive
wiugar, roffee, ten and hides bave placed on
heir free listas stich of our prrvelucis aa
be agreed upon as an eguivalent ﬁt’
re=alon, & proclamation of that face
tes the tranaaction, agd, In the
| msantime, our own peaple bave [ree sogar,
| tew, coffee and hidea
The indlcations thus far given are very
hopeful of enriy and favorabile sction by
onritries from which we reosives oup
rta uf colfes, tea and s
fogtly beliswsd that
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